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Making Adinkra Cloth Craft 

Trace over sturdy 
boxboard, like a 

cereal box 

Cardboard “comb” 
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Find more Adinkra symbols at 
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OKODEE MMOWERE 
"the talons of the 
eagle" 
symbol of strength, 
bravery, power 
The eagle is the 
mightiest bird in the 
sky, and its strength 
is concentrated in its 
talons.  

NYAME BIRIBI WO 
SORO 
"God is in the 
heavens" 
symbol of hope 
A reminder that God's 
dwelling place is in the 
heaven, where he can 
listen to all prayers. 
 

NSOROMMA 
"child of the 
heavens [stars] " 
symbol of 
guardianship 
A reminder that 
God is the father 
and watches over 
all people. 
 

NKONSONKONSON 
"chain link" 
symbol of unity and 
human relations 
A reminder to 
contribute to the 
community, that in 
unity lies strength 
 

ESE NE TEKREMA 
"the teeth and the 
tongue" 
symbol of friendship 
and interdependence 
The teeth and the 
tongue play 
interdependent roles in 
the mouth. They may 
come into conflict, but 
they need to work 
together. 
 

FUNTUNFUNEFU- 
DENKYEMFUNEFU 
"Siamese crocodiles" 
symbol of democracy and 
unity 
The Siamese crocodiles 
share one stomach, yet they 
fight over food. This popular 
symbol is a remind that 
infighting and tribalism is 
harmful to all who engage in 
it. 
 

ONYANKOPON 
ADOM NTI 
BIRIBIARA BEYE 
YIE 
"By God's grace, 
all will be well" 
symbol of hope, 
providence, faith 
 

MMUSUYIDEE 
"that which removes 
bad luck" 
symbol of good 
fortune and sanctity 
 

MATE MASIE 
"What I hear, I keep" 
symbol of wisdom, 
knowledge and 
prudence 
Understanding means 
wisdom and 
knowledge, but it also 
represents the 
prudence of taking 
into consideration 
what another person 
has said. 
 

ASASE YE DURU 
"the Earth has 
weight" 
symbol of 
providence and 
the divinity of 
Mother Earth 
This symbol 
represents the 
importance of 
the Earth in 
sustaining life. 
 

ANANSE 
NTONTAN 
"spider's web" 
symbol of 
wisdom, 
creativity and 
the complexities 
of life 
Ananse, the 
spider, is a well-
known character 
in African 
folktales. 
 

SANKOFA 
"return and get 
it" 
symbol of 
importance of 
learning from 
the past 
 

WAWA ABA 
"seed of the wawa tree" 
symbol of hardiness, 
toughness and 
perseverance 
The seed of the wawa tree 
is extremely hard. In Akan 
culture, it is a symbol of 
someone who is strong 
and tough. It inspires the 
individual to persevere 
through hardship. 
 

ODO NNYEW FIE 
KWAN 
"Love never 
loses its way 
home” symbol of 
the power of 
love 
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